Jacket Copy : Los Angeles Times : Flying the readerly skies#comments#comments

WHAT'S THE RESPONSIBLE FOINT OF VIEW?
EVERYONE HAS OME. LET'S HEAR YOURS.

LOG ON. JOIN IN. SPEAK UF.

Page 1 of 3

PROJECT.COM

FILMS: BLOG- RESOURCES

RED) B LIBEATY MUTUAL

LAT Home | My LATimes | Print Edition | All Sections

fLos Angeles Times  Blogs

You are here: LAT Home > Blogs > Jacket Copy

News

California | Local
National
World
Entertainment
Business
Sports
Campaign '08
Science
Environment
Opinion
Columnists
Print Edition

Calendarlive
The Guide

The Envelope
Travel
Magazine
Home & Garden
Health

Food

Autos

Books

Image

Arts & Culture
Video
Photography
Blogs
Obituaries
Crossword, Sudoku
All Sections
Corrections

Buy, Sell & More

Jobs

Cars

Real Estate
Apartments
Personals

Deals at Local Stores
Coupons

Newspaper Ads

Place an Ad

In the Newspaper
Online

Settings &
Services

Sign In

Register
Personalized News
E-Mail Newsletters
) RSS Feeds

Help

Contact Us

L.A. Times Archives
Help

Contact Us

L.A. Times Archives
Reprint Requests
Work For Us

Home Delivery

Customer Support
Subscribe

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/jacketcopy/2008/05/flying-the-read.html

JACKET COPY

BOOK NEWS AND INFORMATION

« The Tell-Tale Edgar | Main | Million Writers (short story) Award shortlist »

Flying the readerly skies

| think planes may be our last reading rooms.

If you can judge by the people sitting around me on my flights yesterday, that is. Last night,
as others dozed in the darkened cabin, my row kept our lights on and read.

At the window: a tall gray-haired man reading a hardback on personal finance. Middle seat:
a middle-aged woman with a hefty romance novel. Me, | was working on my laptop; I'd
finished the novel and two short story collections in my bag.

The woman across the aisle from me was reading a magazine. She got to the end and then,
apparently with nothing else to read, paged back through it slowly, scrutinizing every
advertisement. She seemed to want words to fill the airplane ride. | felt bad for her -- | had a
surplus of words with me. Should | offer her one of my books -- a short story collection,
maybe? What if she was content re-reading her magazine? Eventually | left her to the
pharmaceutical disclaimers, deciding that her reading material was none of my business.

On my earlier flight, the guy next to me pulled a worn, spine-cracked John Grisham thriller
from his pocket. Its bookmark was a faded boarding pass from another airline; the last time

he'd read it, it seemed, was when he was on a plane.

Maybe all we need to do to boost American reading rates is to give everyone free plane
tickets.

Carolyn Kellogg
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15 years old, | finished my novel far too early into a transatlantic flight. "Are you gonna read
that?" | asked the lady catty-corner up a row about the big book wedged into her seatback.
She handed me The Fountainhead.

| got 2/3 of the way through it, but sadly for the world, it wasn't enough to make me an
Objectivist. Real page-turner of a yarn; still, | didn't mind giving it back.

Posted by: Wrongshore | May 07, 2008 at 12:09 AM

In addition to planes, I'd add subways and buses to your list of reading rooms. When | lived
in New York, Chicago, D.C., and San Francisco, | always found myself surrounded by
people reading books, newspapers, and magazines.
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Interesting notion: planes as "our last reading rooms"--though | agree with Lee Epstein Show Tracker

about subways as well. I've never read more than when living in NYC and London, all

because of the Underground. Wonder if it has something to do with the absence of a TV or ?::1‘:?:?%0'(“
radio blaring commercials in our ears. Airports used to be a good place to read, too--but now Up to Speed
every waiting area seems to come with a screen blasting CNN (or worse, Fox) 24/7, killing Varsity Times Insider
the silence that encourages one to open a book.
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